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LITERARY WEEKLY INTELLIGENCER; 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 1791. 


oe ee ot 


To Cihad y the Bee. 


Education of young Ladies. 
Sir, 


Your kind receptiom of the letter I fent you under 
the fignature 4 fortunate daughter of idlene/s, induces me 
to hope you will not be difpleafed to have a few fur- 
ther obfervations on that important fubje@,. the refult 
chiefly of my own experience, which I thall ufe tie 
freedom in this, and perhaps a few.other letters, to com~ 
municate to you,...1t is a fubjec& that has long. ingrof- 
fed. a great thare of my attention ; and could .f flat 
ter myfelf with the hope of tarming the attention of 
thofe of my own fex more towards it than has been the 


' fathion of late, I thould not defpair of way foon feeing 


happy effeéts refulting from. it, 
It is an aftonithing fact, for the truth of. which I ap- 
peal to all your moit intelligent readers in Europe, that 
Vou, IH, Ff 
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the education of women has never been made the fub- 
je& of ferious inquiry by any of the myriads of fcrib- 
blers that have infefted the republic of letters fince the 
days of the famed philofophers of Greece to this mo- 
ment. ‘Turn over the whole papers of that moft excel. 
lent periodical work upon manners, the Speétator, 
and you will find nothing but ftri@ures upon the un- 
happy confequences of a bad education of the fex, but 
not one fyllable of ferious good fenfe on the fubje& of 
amendment. The fame remark is applicable ‘to the 
paper called the World, the Connoifleur, Adventurer, 
Rambler, and fo down to the Mirror, and Obferver of 
the prefent day. Dr. Gregery indeed left a letter to 
his daughters, which was publifhed fome years ago, 
and contains fome good hints for the conduct of young 
ladies, rather in the line of Cheferfieldian addrefs, than 
to direct parents how to render their daughters pious, 
wirtuous, amiable, and properly accomplithed for the 
commerce of the world, in fubordination to the duties 
of a wife, mother, and companion. Dean Swift's fa- 
mous letter to a young lady ot her marriage, though it 
is by far the moft capital-thing I ever faw upon the 
fubjeét, yet it proceeds upon what Ihope I hall be 
able to prove is a falfe pofition ; That women are in- 
capable of becoming truly and logically learned, or of ap- 
plying the fruits of fludy to the ufeful purpofes of focitty. 

Let us confider for a few minutes, Mr. Editor, the 
confequences that have arifen from the barbarous edt- 

ion of women in all ages as playthings, or houfe- 
Keepers for gentlemen of fortune, or for mechanics, and 
we fhall be able to fee at a glance, that the whole code 
of female education muft be changed, before Dean 
Swift's affertion cari be verified, or that it can be prov- 
ed, that it would not be infinitely better, that women in 
the prefent ftate of civilized fociety, fhould have, in al- 
moft every refpeé, an as truly learned inftitution as men, 
in the higher ranks,—and in the lower ranks, be fitted for 
the pract’ce of fach of the fine or mechanical arts as-are 
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fuited ‘to their bodily ftrength, and tothe decency re- 
quired intheir behaviour. = 

The faults that have been uniformly afetibédto our 
fex, as arifing from the feeblenels of out frame, are at- 
tachment to fenfual ‘pleafures in’ preferenée to thofe of 
the underftanding, ‘fwperftition,’ bigotry ‘in’ religion, 
love of admiration dire€ted’ to our perfonal charms. on- 
ly, impatience -of ‘contradiétion, | inability to’ give 
reafons for our moralor°political couda&, attachment 
to the {plendor of drefs, -exceflive curiofity to difeover 
fecrets, and exceffive defire of prying into the trifling 
‘bufinefs of our acquaintance, love of public fhows of 
all kinds in our youth, and attachment to card playing 
in our’ old age, &c. &e. ‘All thefe faults, Sit, 
are evidently the confequence of the» want of fub- 
ftantial knowledge acquired by regular education, 
and are equally incident to ill educated men. I fpeak 
here feelingly, Sir, from experience,’ ‘and’ hope ‘ thofe 
who have not experienced the fame viciflitudes in life 
as mylelf, will be inclined to give me a little credit on 
this head. Where the” pleafures of the imagination, 
and the pleafures arifing from the acquifitiod of know- 
ledge. are not felt, the pleafures of fenfe mutt te the 
only objeéts of purfuit ; and as intellectual delight can- 
not be procured, without a very ‘great of cul- 
tare and fyltematic education, the mode of educating 
women in all ages ‘and countries, has ‘effe@tually pre- 
cluded them from ‘being what the men ‘are foolith 
enough to expect. As well might the philofophers of 
China held the women in that-empire, who are of bet- 
ter condition, cheap, becaufe they cannot walk without 
difficulty and aukwardnefs, The men of Europe have 
crufhed the heads of the women in their infancy, and 
then laugh at them, becaufe their brains are not fo 
well ordered as they would defire. 

I'am perfe@tly convinced, that the flate and educa- 
tion of women, is a remain of the feudal fyflem of 
Afia,—of the tyranny and-jealoufy of the ealt, which, 

Ffa 
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sath enigeariog aoa segues has over{pread, the reft of 
world, but which will foon difappear before the light 
sof libersyiend Jearaing: 4! ov, soaks ts 

:o The, rights af.men. begin now to be every where felt, 
-undesftoos| and Nindicated; hy and bye, 1 would:fain hope, 
the,tights of our fex willibeequally underftoad; and efta- 
-blithed: upon the) balis of anew. ¢ode of education, fuited to 
the dignity and importance of our figuation in. fociety. 
sAnd at. is hard to fay, .whether,,the general welfare of 
the community will not be.as much promoted by this 
lait revolution, as. by the firf.).. Women. will then per- 
haps receive an education no, way-diflering from that of 
men, ‘In all, things relating ta. the-eultivation of the ra- 
&onal. pewersiof the underftanding:: women in the high- 
ae or more. opulent ranks of fociety, will receive every 
inilruGion in the fciences and fine arts, that may render 
there happy in themfelves, _agteeable in their, famihes, 
-and-ufeful to, facigty:. -A. female; profeffor ia a college, 
aa at Bologna, will be no longer, mentioned, as a folecitm, 
mor Macaulays, Montagues, Garters or Blackburnes 
be flared. at; as wonders,:or gnyied by the ladies, and 
laughed at by. the gentlemen, -, 

In the middling ranks, women; will be educated to 
tradeq {uised!so their fex,. and behaviour in fociety ; af 
which there-gre.a fufligiont number to fhare them. with 
the ether \fex,.without encroachment. -Haberdathers, 
grocers, and) ,every kiod ef pthop-keeping, _ watch- 
amekieg, and. all the nicer operations of the hand in 
fedentary occupation might be ‘performed by. them, 
whereby the, wealth and flrength of nations would be 
greatly increafed, and a greater militia kept up.(without 
hurting the community), to preferve order at home, and 
defend the. property and honour of nations abroad. 

I thall be told, perhaps, by fome of your correfpon- 
dents, that the education of women, and particularly 
of gentlewomen, is now quite a different affair -from 
what it was formerly ; that young ladies, are now taught 
to read Englith, French, and Italian; to play exquifite- 
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ly on;.all. mufical ‘inftruments ; to fing, to dance, to 
draw, to paint, and. what pot, for filling up their time 
agreeably, and rendering them interefting .to fogiety. 
To this.}: anfwer, that. without the foundation of gram- 
mart, yerbal.and univerfal, without logic, without the 
ptinciples;of moral and political philofophy,| without a 
jut knowledge of univerfal hiftory, chroaology, and 
the ftudy of mathematics, ta lay the foundationof shought 
and of reafoning, all thefe accompliihments, as they 
are called,,in the fex, are. no more than the. performan- 
ces of Autématons.---But perhaps I am ruaning here 
alittle before the {pirit.of,the: times. I therefore, check 
my career a little, to take a. view. of the world.as.it goes 
at. prefent, bs 5 

Figure to yourfelf one of thefe charming accomplith- 
et young ladies, frefh trom fix or feven ‘years ‘gulture, 
at one’ of the beft boarding {chools, or,out of. the. hands 
of the moit capital governefs, and. the belt infrucors 


at home,.becoming a fathionable mifsyor Lady Mary in 


the circle.of the ton ; then married, and a mother, All 


-goes on. delightfully for a few, years; Mifs, or her la- 


dythip, is.exceedingly happy, and, nae doubt, much ad- 
mired ; but. where are her real refources,at home? Is 
fhe capable of conduding' berfelf upon fonad principles 
of ;wildom?2 Is the capable.of ,begring a past int truly 
rational converfation among men: of {cience,, or refpea- 
able and ufeful members of fociety, either.in town or 
country ? What becomes of her alter her beauty and 
fathion are.at an end, which a dozen of years mutt in- 
fallibly produce? She thea becomes a promoter of 
pleafures to a new crop of fafhiouable mifles, under the 
holy maik of patronage, of chaperonfhip: She betakes 
herfelt to cards, to continual driving about from party 
to party ; or fhe turns Demirep or Methoditt, or fome 
itrange thing or other, to prevent her trom feeling that 
horrid languor which muit ever accompany the want 
of real bufinefs, where true fcience and the fatisfaction 
of rational curiofity does not interpofe their aid te ob 
viate the dreadful confequences of idlenefs ! 
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This miferable woman, who looked focharming, was 
fo gay and happy, and was fo wonderfully accomplifh. 
ed ten years ago, is new a troublefome, difcontented, 
capricious, diflipated oJd‘cat, that’ cannot be endured 
even by’ her-moft fervile dependants. In town, fhe'ds 
continually ‘chagrined; im‘ the ‘country, the dies of 
tlie vapours, or muft go lo Busine? races, to Buxton, 
Harrogate, or fome place of ‘public refort; or takes 
jaunt ‘to the Cumberland lakes; and, in fhort, mit 
either have recourfe to continual amufement, to ‘opium, 
or the clofet. 

Is there a family in’ Europe, Sir, that hath not ex. 
perienced, or that is not at this moment experiencing 
in fome degree the dreadful truth of ‘ay i: bi 
-tions. 

Mothers, it is to you that I ought to’ éddrats myfelf 
“Unfortunately it is too late for you to remedy the mit 

‘forténes'of your own prepofterous education; but you 
-may, by your influence,remedy them in your daughters, 

With refpe& to yourfelves, if diflipation, and the pre- 
fent reigning manners of Europe have left any part of 
yourfélves behind, give me leave to recommend 
to you the mature ‘confidetation of the following advice 
of Dean Swift in the letter above mentioned. 

“ If you are in company with men of learning, 
though they happen'to difcourfe of arts and {ciences, 
out of your compafs, yet you will gather more advan- 
tage by liftening to them, than from al! the nonfenfe 
and'frippery of your own fex; but if they be men of 
breeding as well as learning, they will feldom engage 
in any converfation where you ought net to be a hear. 
er; and in time have your part. If they talk of the 


laws, manners, and cuftoms of the feveral kingdoms of | 


Europe, of travels into remoter nations,’ of the ftate of 
their own country, or of the great men of Greece or 
Rome; if they give their judgment upon Englith ang 
French writers, either in verfe or profe, or of the na- 
ture and limits of virtue and vice, it is a fhame for ay 
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Englifh lady not to relifh fuch difcourfes, nor to im- 
prove by them, and endeavour, by reading and infor- 
mation, to have her fhare in thofe entertainments, ra- 
ther than turn afide, asit is the cuftom, to confult the 
woman who fits next her about a hat, a bonnet, or a 
wuilin.” , 

Fall, if it be poflible;into the train of fome innocent 
and ufeful employment, to fill up all your leifure time, 
and prevent you from being troublefome to your fami- 
lies, and to fociety, when you grow old, by your can- 
kered tempers, which are the infallible followers -of 
idlenefs. 

Iam, Mr. Editor, with regard, your conftant read- 
er and well-wihher, Sopuia *, 


» 





To the Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, , : 
As chemiftry and botany are favourite and fafhiona!’> 
ftudies at prefent, and many who refide in the country 
cannot have it in their power to attend the le@ures of 
profeffors at the univerfity, feveral of yogr readers, as 
well as myfelf, of the above defcription, withing not 
to remain entirely in the datk with regard to thofe 
branches of fcience, which you alfo touch upon at 
times in the Bee, are defirous, that, if it could be done 
with any degree of propriety, you would point out a 
path or plan of ftudy, and fuch books as would enable 
us ruftics, with a little application on our part, to un- 
deritand the terms of art, and fomething of the nature 
of thofe two branches of knowledge. Your comply- 
ing with the above requelt, efpecially if you think it 
will be of any advantage to us, will very much ob- 
lige, Sir, your’s, A Country Reaprr +. 


* I affume this fignature to avoid the tircefome length of my former. 
In my next, I fhall give you a genuine account of the management 
I have adopted in educating my own daughters, with the refult of shat 


experiment. 
¢ This fubje& hhall be treated hereafter. 
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~ 


A Defeription of Norfolk Ifland, extrafted from the Pa- 
pert réfpeciing Botany Bay, communicated to Parlia- 


ment, April 8th, ‘79% pe 
4 , 


Our readers have often heard of Botany Bay, and the great expencé of that 
_ fettlement.—The ifland that forms she fubje& of the prefent, article, 

is in the neighbourhood of that fettlement,—and is feveral times men- 
tioned in Governor Phillip’s letters, as the moft fertile {pot they had 
yet obferved. In his letter, dated April rth, 1790, he fays :“* The 
“ goodnefs of the foil of Norfolk Ifland, and the induftry of thofe em- 
“ ployed. there, rendered that ifland a_refource, »and the only 
“ one that offered, when, from the time that had paffed fince my 
“ letters might be fuppofed ro have been received in England, there 
“ was reafon to fuppofe fome accident had happened to the ftore-fhips 
“ fent out. 
I therefore ordered two companies of marines. to be ready to em- 
“ bark, with a number of convicts, by the sth of March, if no hhip ar- 
“ rived before that time; and a proparcion of what provifions and, ftores 
“ remained in this fettlement, being put on board the Sirius and Sup- 
« ply, fixty-five officers and men, with five women and children from 
« the detachment and civil department, one hundred and fixteer male, 
* and fixty -feven female convicts, with twenty-feven children, em- 
“ barked and failed the 6th of March. 
The advantage I expected, by “fending away fuch a number of 
“ people, was from the little garden-ground they would leave, and 
“ which would affift thofe who remained ; and the fith. which might 
“ be caught in the winter, would gothe farther; at the fame time, 
“ thofe fent to Norfolk Ifland would have refources in the great abun- 
“ dance of vegetables raifed there, and in fifth and birds, which this 
* fettlement could not afford them ; and it was my intention to have 
“ fent more convicts to this ifland, if there had not been this necefli- 
“ ty. The provifions fent, with what was on the ifland, and the wheat 
« and Indian corn raifed there, more than would be aeccflary for feed, 
“ was calculated to laft full as long as the provifions in this place; and 
* at Norfolk Mand, from the richnefs of the foil, 2 man may 
« ‘fupport himfelf with little affifiance from the fore, after tha timber is 
“ clearéd away.” 

By the accounts laid before parliatnent, it appears, that the expences 
already incurred by this eftablifhment, preceding the the gth Fe 
bruary 1791, befides contingencies ‘that cawnot as yet be ftated, a- 
mounts to 374,0901. 15 # 8d. ‘he total number of convicts femt 
out, is 2029." 

The defcription of Norfolk Ifand, is as follows. 
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Norrorx Ifland is fituated in the latitude 29° ©0’, and 
in the longitude of 168° go” eait: Its form is nearly 
an oblong, and contains from twelve to fourteen thou- 
fand acres. ; 

The face of the country is hilly, and fome of the 
vallies are tolerably: lathe fo?.the fize of the ifland ; ma- 
ny of the hills.are very fteep, and fome few fo very 
perpendicular, that they cannot be cultivated ; but 
where fuch fituations are, they will do very well for 
fuel; on the tops of the hills, are fome extenfive flats. 

Mount Pitt is the only remarkable high hill in the 
ifland, and is about one hundred and fifty fathoms high. 
The cliffs which furround the ifland, are about forty 
fathoms high, and perpendicular ; the bafis of the ifl. 
and is a hard firm clay. The whole ifland is covered 
with a thick wood, choaked up with underwood. 

The iffand is well fupplied with many ftreams of ve- 
ry fine water ; many of which are fufficiently large to 
turn any number of mills. Thefe fprings are full of 
very large eels, 

From the coaft, to the fammit of mount Pitt, is a 
continuation of the richeft and deepeft foil in the world, 
which varies from a rich black mould to a fat red earth; 
we have dug down forty feet, and iound the fame foil; 
the air is very wholefome, and the climate may be call- 
ed a very healthy one; there has been no ficknefs fince 
] firft larided ‘on the ifland. 

There are five kirid of trees on the ifland, which are 
food timber, viz. the pine, live oak, a yellow wood, 
a hard black wood, and a wood not unlike the Englith 
beech. The pine trees are of a great fize, many of 
which are from 182 to 220 feet in height, and from 6 
to nine feet in diameter. Thofe trees which are from 
Ice to 180 feet in height are.in general found; from 
the root to the lower branches there is from 80 to 9° 
feet of found timber, the reit is too hard and knotty 
for ufe; it fometimes happens, that aftér cutting off 
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twenty feet from the butt, it becomes rotten or fhakey; 
for which reafon, no dependence can be put in it fo 
large mafts or yards. The timber of the pine is very 
ufeful in buildings, and is plentiful along the coaft ; its 
difperfed fituation in the interior parts of the ifland is 
welt calculated for ere&ting fuch buildings as may be 
neceflary. From what I have feen of this wood, | 
think it is very durable. Two boats have been built 
of it, and have anfwered the purpofe fully. 

The live oak, yellow wood, black wood, and beech, 
are all of a clofe grain, and are a durable wood. 

The flax plant of New Zealand grows fpontaneoufly 
in many parts of the ifland, but moftly. abounds on the 
fea coaft, where there is a very great quantity of it; 
the leaves of which the flax is made is, when full 
grown, fix feet long and fix inches wide; each plant 
contains feven of thofe leaves; a ftrong woody ftalk 
rifes from the centre, which bears the flowers ; it 
feeds annually, and the old leaves are forced out by 
young ones every year. Every method has been tried 
to work it; but 1 much fear, that until a native of New 
Zealand can be carried to Norfolk Ifland, that the me- 
thod of drefling that valuable commodity will not be 
known; and could that be obtained, I have no doubt 
but Norfolk ifland would very foon cloath the inhabi- 
tants of New South Wales. 

There are a great quantity of pigeons, parrots, 
hawks, and other fmaller birds, which are now in a 
wild ftate. 

The ground is much infefted with different kinds of 
the grub worm, which are very deftruétive to the 
growth of vegetables ; they are moftly troublefome a- 
bout the fpring. Itis to be hoped that when more 
ground is cleared away, that this evil will ceafe. 

There is no quadruped on the ifland, except the rat, 
which is much fmaller than the Norway rat: Thefe 
vermin were very troublefome when firft we landed- 
but, at prefent, there are but very few. 
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The coafts of the ifland abound with very fine fifh» 
No opportunities were ever loft of fending the boat out, 
which enabled us to make a faving of two pounds of 
meat each man, a week. 

The coafts of the ifland are in general fteep too, and, 
excepting at Sydney, Anfon, Ball, and Cafcade Bays, 
they are inacceflible, being furrounded by fteep perpen- 
dicular cliffs rifing from the fea. Some rocks are feat- 
tered about clofe to the fhore. 

Sydney Bay, on the fouth fide of the ifland, is where 
the fettlement is made: Landing at this place entirely 
depends on the wind and the weather; I have feen as 
good lunding as in the Thames, for a fortnight or three 
weeks together, and I have often feen it impraéticable 
to land for ten or twelve days fucceflively ; but it is 
much oftener good landing than bad. 

Anfon Bay is a {mall bay with a fandy beach, where 






















It 
by landing is in general good, with an off-fhore wind and 
ied moderate weather ; bnt as the interior parts of the ifl- 






and are fo difficult of accefs from thence, no fhip’s boats 
have ever landed there. 

Ball Bay is on the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, the 
beach is a large loofe ftone; when landing is bad in 
Sydney Bay, it is very good here, as it alfo is in Caf. 
cade Bay, on the north fide of the ifland. 
















ts, During the winter months, viz. from April to Au- 

a guit, the general winds are the fouth and fouth-weft, 
with heavy gales at times. In the fummer, the fouth- 

of eaft wind blows almoft conftant. 

he The {pring is vifible in Auguft ; but the native trees, 

a- and many plants in the ifland, are in a conftant ftate of 

re flowering: The fummer is warm, and fomé@imes the 






droughts are very great; all the grain and European 
plants feeded in December; from February to Augutt, 
may be called the rainy feafon, not that I think there 
is any ftated times for rains in thefe months, as it is 
fometimes very fine weather for a fortnight together ; 
but when the rain does fall, it is in torrents. I do nog 
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remember above three claps of thunder during the time 
I was on the ifland. The winter is very pleafant; and 
it never freezes. ; 

The proper time for fowing wheat and barley is from 
May to Auguft, and is got in December ; that which 
has been fowed has produced twenty-five fold, and I 
think the increafe may be greater. Two bufhels of 
barley fowed in 1759 produced twenty-four buthels of 
a found full grain, 
~ The Indian corn produces well, and is, in my opi- 
nion, the beft grain to cultivate in any quantity, on ac« 
count of the little trouble attending its growth, and 
manufacturing for eating. 

The Rio Janeiro fugar cane grows very well, and is 
thriving. 

Vines and oranges are very thriving ; of the former, 
there will bea great quantity in a few years. 

Potatoes thrive remarkably well, and yield a very 
great increafe ; I think two crops a year of that article 
may be got with great eafe. 

Every kind of garden vegetable thrives well, and 
comes to great perfedtion. 

The quantity of ground cleared, and in cultivation, 
belonging to the public, was, on the 13th March 1790, 
from twenty- -eight to thirty-two acres, and about 
eighteen cleared by free people and conviéts for their 
gardens. 


Purtyr Ginter King, 


London, 
January 1c, 1791. 
7 
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~ 


An Account of the Number of Convis which have been 
JSripped from England for New South Wales, and of 
the Number intended to be fent in the Ships now under 
Orders for that Service; made out purfuant to an 
Order of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, dated 
oth February, 1791. 

Numbers. 

Convidts thipped - - - 2,029 

Conviéts intended to be fent in the fhips now 
under orders - - - 1,830 


3859 
Treafury Chambers, i 


‘March 18, 1791. Cuarzzs Lone, 


Effay on the Manners of Europe in Early Times. 


Manners with fortunes, humours turn with climes, 
‘Tenets with books, and principles with times. 
Pores. 


Berore the revival of letters, and the invention of 
printing, the manners of Europe were no lefs coarfe 
than cruel. 

In the cartularies of Charlemagne, judges are forbid 
to hold courts, but in the morning, with an empty fto- 
mach. It would appear, that men in thofe days-were 
not alhamed of being feen drunk even in a court of juf- 
tice. 

It was cuftomary both in France and Italy, to col- 
}e&t for fport all the {trumpets in the neighbourhood, 
and to make them run races. Struvius mentions a te- 
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nure, binding a vaflal, on the birth-day of his lord, to 
dance and f—t before him. In the fame period, the 
judgment of Paris was a favourite theatrical entertain. 
ment: Three women ftark-naked, reprefented the three 
Godeffes, Juno, Venus, and Minerva. 

Nicknames, fo common not long ago, are an inftance 
of the fame coarfenefs of manners; for, to fix a nicke 
name on a man, is to ufe him with a contemptuous fa, 
miliarity. 

Swearing, as an expletive of fpeech, is a violent 
fymptom of rough and coarfe manners. Such f{wear- 
ing prevails among all barbarous nations. Swearing 
prevailed in France and Spain, till it was banifhed by 
polite manners. Elizabeth Queen of England was a 
bold {wearer ; and the Englifh populace, who are rough 
beyond their neighbours, are noted by ftrangers for 
that vice. Swearing renders facred names too familiar. 
God's beard, the common oath of William Rufus, fug- 
gefted an image of our maker, as an old man with a 
long beard. In vain have acts of Parliament been made 
againft fwearing: It is eafy to avoid the penalty by 
coining new oaths ; and as that vice proceeds from an 
overflow of fpirits, people ig that condition brave pe- 
nalties. Polifhed manners are the only effeftual cure 
for that malady. 

When people begin to emerge out of barbarity, loud 
mirth and rough jokes come in place of rancour and 
refentment. About a century ago, it was ufual for 
the fervants and retainers of the court of Seffion in 
Scotland to break out into riotous wnirth and uproar, 
the laft day of every term, throwing bags, duft, fand, 
‘vr flones all around. 

An act of the court paffed for prohibiting this difor- 
der, is fufficient evidence of its being cuftomary. 

Inns were unknown in Germany, and, to this day, 
are unknown in the remote parts of the Highlands of 
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Scotland ; becaufe hofpitality prevailed greatly among 
the ancient Germans, and continues to prevail fo much 
among our Highlanders, that a gentleman takes it for 
an affront if a ftranger pafs his houfe. 

Magnanimity and heroifm, io which benevolence is 
an efiential ingredient, are inconfiltent with cruelty, 
perfidy, or any grovelling paflion. Never was gallan- 
try in war carried to a greater height than between the 
Englifh and Scots borderers, before the crowns were 
uniteds The night after the battle of Otterburn, the 
victors and vanquilhed lay promilcuoufly in the fame 
camp, withdut apprehending the leaft danger, one from 
another. 

Manners are deeply affected by perfecution, The 
forms of procedure in the inquifition of Spain, enable 
the inquifitors to ruin whom they pleafe. A perfon 
accufed is not confronted with the accufer; every fort 
of accufation is welcome, and from every perfon : Nay, 
the perfons accufed, are compelled to inform againtt 
themfelves, by guefling what fin they may have been 
guilty of. Hence the profound ignorance of the 


Spaniards, while other European nations are daily im- 
proving in every art and in every fcience. Human na- 
ture is reduced to the loweft ftate, when governed by 
fuperftition, cloathed with power. 

Edinburgh, PRoMETHEUS. 
April-4. 1791. 


——————————————— 


A Card. 

Lorp Bucuan avails himfelf of the extenfive circulation 
of the Bee, to folicit the attention of his correfpon- 
dents, both at home and abroad, to the advancement of 
Scottifh biography ; a plan for which he offered, about 
ten years ago, and endeavoured to promote its execu- 
tion, by publifhing a life of the great inventor of the 
logarithms. 
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Many lives of illaftrious. and learned Scots that 
have been already offered to the pulbic; are-fo barren it 
incident, and fo flight in compofition, as to give but 
little information or amufement to the réader, and ought 
to be confidered as no more'than ground to be more fully 
explored and cultivated, of which the life of Buchanan 
is a remarkable inftance, having been handled either 
critically and heavily, as by Ruddiman, or flightly as 
by Bayle -and ‘the Britith biographical di@ionary. 

Lord Buchan requefts the communication of original 
detters that: may cafually be in.the pofleffion of perfons 
who are not difpofed to make a biographical ufe of them 
themfelves, and would with to fee them made fiibfervi. 
ent to the honouring and illuftrating the memories of the 
benefactors of mankind. He has received letters of the 
Scottith Virgil, Thomfon, which will enable him to ent 
tich the life of that truly eminent poet; and ‘he withes to 
be provided with materials for doing juttice to the me. 
mories of his other great countrymen, which he has nevet 
been difpofed to hoard as an antiquary, but tofeatter up- 
on the waters of literature, that they may be found after 
many days. Anecdotes of iluftrious and learned Scots 
will be very acceptable, when they are charatteriftic, 
fuch as the following of Andtew Fletcher of Salton. 
Fletcher being in company one day with the: witty Dr. 
Piteairh, the converfation turned on a perfon of litera- 
ture, whofe hiftory was not diftinély known. -1 knew 
the man well, faid Fletcher: He was hereditary pro- 
feffor of divinity at Hamburgh. Hereditary-profeffor ! 
faid Dr. Pitcairn, with a laugh of aftonifhment and de- 
rifion. Yes, Doétor, replied Fletcher, hereditary pra- 
feffor of divinity! what think yeu of a hereditary 
king ? 
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Travelling Memorandu 


As I am a lover of d®itmmat¥ entertainments, I hoped 
to find at Paris fome modern pieces in a better tatte, 
lefs in the quaint and owtré ftyle, than many of thefe, 
which, of late years, have been applauded at London ; 
~—hitherto I am difappointed.—They earneftly ftudy to 
imitate nature :—But to ufe Shakefpeare’s expreffion, 
—they either overdo or come tardy off for want.of that 
tare and precious gift of nature,—the power of original 
genius.—So, like ours, theirdramatic produtions are 
not eafy imitations, but ftrained affeCtations of nature.— 
They refemble us too in quaintnefs for wit, and the 
‘outré in place of fublime.—Voltaire himfelf, with all 
his fame, abounds in thofe modern qualities of excel- 
lence, in dramatic compofition, and in his Henriade— 
We feem:to have formed infenfibly a fort of treaty of 
dramatic commerce.—-We mutually borrow fantaitical 
plays from each other. 

This harmony of tafte feems to have chiefly prevailed 
under the monarchy of David Garrick over our Lon- 
don Theatre.—He had great talents as an aétor, but 
was low in the character he much affcéted, of 2 dramas 
tic writer.—His alterations on molt of Shakefpeare’s 
plays, are as execrable, as his performance, in fome of 
his capital characters, efpecially in the comedies, was 
natural, juft, and admirable.—I difcover that Garrick’s 
outre characters of Flafh and Fribble, which at this 
day give tranfports of mirth to the multitude of our 
{pectators, were almott literally tranflated from a French 
play.—I felt no pleafing fenfation when I faw his pic, 
ture fet up at Stratford upon Avon, as a companion 
for Shakefpeare.—He looks like a Harlequin in the 
cou.pany of a hero.—The fooleries of his jubilee throw 
ridicule on our times—-and are only pardonable for the 
Vax. Hi. Hh 
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good intention.—Had Shakefpeare himfelf been a {pec- 
tator, he would have exclaimed, on hearing the ode, 


“ Extremely ftrain'd, and conn’d with cruel pain. 


And upon the ballad, he would have repeated thefe 
lines : 


“ I'd rather be a kitten, and cry mew, 

Than one of thefe fame metre-ballad mongers. 
“ I'd rather hear a brazen candileftick turn’d, 

Or a dry wheel grate on the axle-tree ; 
“ And that would nothing fet my teeth on edge, 
“ Nothing fo much as mincing poetry ; 

It’s Like the forced gait of a thuffling nag. 


The inferior ranks of mankind, down to the loweft | 


commonalty in Britain, certainly enjoy more effectu- 
ally an equal and impartial adminiftration of Iaw and 
juflice in all points, either civil or criminal.—They are 
much more fecure from the haughty infults or cruel 
oppreffions of the great, the powerful, and the nobles, 
than in France.—This is very obvious even on a tran- 
fient comparifon of the condition and manners of the 
people in London and Paris.—Our people in general 
are alfo /e/s involved in the miferable delufions of fu- 
peritition and prieftcraft.—Thefe are glorious advan- 
tages for us—but fenfible and confiderate men will not 
vainly boaft of and overvalue thofe benefits.—Trace 
our hiftory fairly, and it will be found evident that we 
owe them more to accidental and fortunate circumftan- 
ces, than to fuperior virtue or exertions.—Do not the 


bulk of our people in the South and North, often fly | 


into all the excefles either of wild enthufiafm or licen- 
tioufnefs, and fometimes, by a ftrange affociation, into 
both at once.—In point of abject credulity, we area 
match for the French—Not to mention any abfurdities 
in the common tenets of our eftablifhed faith—and leav- 
ing thefe to dealers in controverfy—in divinity, phyfic, 
law, and polities, quacks thrive among us, and 
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no people on earth are more. egregioufly duped.—The 
Catholic belief of miracles and cures performed by re- 
lics of faints, is not a greater proof of weaknefs in 
the human underftanding, than our prevailing credu- 
lity in the advertifed puffs of infallible remedies, for 
every diftemper—We are, almoft in a conftant fucceflion, 
mifled by pretenders to patrioiifm. In politics, thofe 
who are not the interefted creatures of faction and par- 
ty, form their opinions from the fuperficial informa- 
tion of feeble news-mongers, and declamatory pam- 
phleteers—and we value new books generally according 
to the di¢tates of thofe gffuming critics, who call them- 
felves reviewers—and, for the moft part, are neither 
wife nor impartial judges. 

On the 28th September, I fet out on the road through 
Burgundy from Paris to Lyons—all night at Effone, 
only twenty miles, at the Lion d’or—a dear bill; fix 
livres for lodging, and fix for poor entertaiment. 

2gth September. I paffed Fontainbleau with little ob- 
fervation, diftinguifhed only as the King’s hunting feat 
in the middle of a wild barren country—yet the grapes 
produced in it are remarkably good—I proceeded no 
farther that night than to Moret, twenty-fix miles—-put 
up at the Belle Image, which Diitens fays is a good 
inn—I found it execrable for entertainment, though my 
bill was moderate, 

39th September. I breakfafted at the poft-houfe, Ville- 
neuve.—My landlady, when I called for a bill, faid, 
fhe knew. the cuftom of this road was to charge the 
Englifh higher than any other travellers—that fome of 
them were offended at this practice as an impofition, 
and others feemed difpleaied at vulgar reckonings—She 
therefore begged 1 would pay what I pleafed—or at the 
fame rate as | thought reafonable at any other inn on 
the road.—I knew not from what motive, but this fin- 
gular fort of difcretion induced me to pay her very li- 
berally.—I was all night at the poft-houfe Villeneuve le 
rot, well ufed—Advancing fonthward, I think I already 

Hha , 
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feel'a milder climate, and fotne benefit tomy heath” @ which 
fince I left Paris, from change ot «2+ and moderate je ut-' povert 
tieys.—This day I have advanced about tisirty-fix niles—' perty | 
I think the grapes bégin to be of a better rélifh ‘aad’ preher 
i richer flavour—! find tl e pears in France excellént—the § avaric 
apples and the peache; in general ‘no better than our § force « 
own—the ftrawhberrie;, goofebetries, and other fmall § yiceab 
fruit not fo good.—I io not think the wheat bread fo hd 
favoury ani nourifhinz-as in Britain—I know not for Lucy 
what reafon, whethe® ‘tom defe@ of foil fit for producing 9 ey fev 
that grain, from want of proper cultivation, or from § jodgin 
the citcumftance, tha‘ they ufe leaven, and no barm or potts | 
yeaft—or from all th :fe. caufes—TI obferve that through and te 


| ail this country, they have at the inns, &c. great pleti- try, fe 
ty of pigeons, turkies and other poultry. attem) 
rit October: I dined very well and reafonably at the § ner,b 
poft-houfe Auxérre, a town of confiderable trade, and for w: 
* proceeded to Vermeiton all night—about thirty-fix ptefer 
miles ; a delightful di.y’s journey, the hills covered with the tr 
luxuriant vineyards, and avery extenfive plain alfo to the 
covered with rich vineyards, and intermixed with fer- and v 
| tile corn-fields.—I faw little pafture—and mutt in- fomer 
quite how their cattle, flieep and horfes are maintain. parts 
¢d.—I obferve many odd carriages, commonly drawn Frenc 
| by two or four cows, for tranfporting wines and other portic 
| merchandife.—I was particularly captivated with a their 
{pecies of poplar or willow abounding in thiscountry— fite, < 
they are beautiful, fin-ly bufked—and grow both in of pa 
| thickets and rows very fafl, and toa great a ae arsed O€ 
refemble both the Lombardy poplar and Huntingdon I obfi 
i | willow—but are of a dit‘erent {pecies, and more beau- paffio 
| tiful than either.—I am_:flured I may have excellent vengs 
} | plants of them from the nurfery-men near Lyons—and fuch | 
| am refolved to try the experiment of propagating them nieth 
in our country *. { obferve, that the peafants and vil- dema 
1 lagers in this country, employ an uncommon, and fur- monf 
| prifing number of affes for riding and petty carriages— “tra 


| * In fa&t, I have done fo with every promifing appearance of fuccefs. * doi 
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which is a dertain indication’ of° general oppteffién’ and 
poverty —equally detrimental to men of powet and pro- 
petty in alf countries,—I feel difturbed with fomie ap- 
prehenfions, that enormous taxes, afd the ill-judging 


avarice of matty landlords in Scotland, may in time - 
force out people to fuch ufe of this fluggifh, but fer- 


viceable and eafily fupported little animal. 
‘ad O&ober, I breakfafted well at the poft-houfe 
Lucy le bois—All night at the Maifon Nedve, thir- 
ty feven miles, very well ufed—For dinner, wine, 
lodging and fire only twelve livres.—On the firft two 
pofts of this day’s journey, the country appears batren 
and ftony; it mends as we go on—is moftly acorn coun- 
try, few viriés to be feen except on diitant hillss—Some 
attempts appear to form inclofures in the Engtifh man- 
ner, by thorn hedges and rows of trees—unfuctefsfully, 
for want of fkill and care iv the modes of planting and 
ptefervation—yet at a diffance, and on a genéral’view, 
the trees, and cven defedtivée hedges, give att ornament 
to the face of the country—1I have remarked that the men 
and women, and alfo the Horfes, are larger and’ hand- 
fomer in Champaigne and Burgundy than in the other 
parts of France where I haye travelled.—Certainly the 
French people in general have naturally a greater 
portion of what is called fpirit, than’ the Britifh—yet 
their horfes are moftly fluggith, and have tiot'the figure, 
fite, and mettle of ours—lI fuppofe chiefly from’ defe& 
of pafture, fodder, anid proper grain. wre 
OGober 3.1 breakfated at the poft-houfe Viteauz— 
I obferve, that my old friend Sinollet was in a Violeng 
paflion, when overcharged at the infis, and threatened 
véngeance by force or law, éver Without redrefs.—On 
fuch occafions, hitherto rate, I have tfied’a different 
niethod with better fuccefs.—At this inn, the sara 
demanded forty fous for my breakfaft.—I calmly ¥e- 


wv 


monitrated, to this purpofe :—“* I am ho unexperienced ' 


“traveller ;—-I know your demand is extravagant, near 
double the higheft ufual rate :—Yet, if you infift, J 
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“e thall pay you ;—but be fure I fhall hereafter avoid 
** your houfe,-—and report your behaviour to other tra- 
** vellers,”— The woman readily reftriéted her bill. to 
twenty-four fous, equal to one fhilling fterling, and 
received it thankfully—By the fame argument at 
the Lion d’or, Effone, 1 reduced an extravagant bill, 
no lefs than fix livres,—which made it reafonable,— 
and the balence was alfo thankfully received.—Indeed, 
on fuch oceafions, the experience and honelty of my 
foreign fervant have been materially ufeful.— He gene- 
rally fettles my bill before | enter the inn—but when 
this precaution has been omitted, I never fail to re- 
form an unrea‘onable bill, in the above method.—I put 
up all night a the Prince de Conde, Dijon,—capital of 
Burgundy.—-It has a very agreeable fituation, and thriv- 
ing appearince,—-populous and cleanly.—The prince 
has a handiomie palace here,—-and there is a large fine 
building for an academy of fciences.—Near this city, 
there is a {mall territory, the prince’s property, which 
produces the wine called Romané, of much fuperior 
quay and flavour to any other Bargundy.—The great 
ily of Condé had long been in ule to engrofs all this 
excellent-wine; aud what could be fpared from their 
own hofpitality, they gave in prefents moftly to the 
king of France, and other fovereign princes.—This 
prince of Condé finding meafures of economy very ne- 
o:flary from the ftate of’ bis finances, among others, 
had ordered this precious wine to be faved for feveral 
years paft;—and 2 large quantity of it was lately fold 
to, the merchants at Paris, of which my friends pur- 
chafed a confiderable thare, at fuch a price, that they 
fatisfied me, it could not be fold in retail at London, 
under the rate of one guinea per bottle,—After repeat- 
edly tailing it, I exprefled regret, that 1 could not,’ 
without apparent extravagance, take any wine at fucha 
Price —They very obligingly agreed to let me have 2 
hamper of nine gozen, without profit——This parcel ftood 
ne at the rate of nearly nine livres per bottle, prime 
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coft in Paris.—In. faét, it came into my poffeffion in Bri- 
tain, happily, without adulteration ;—but net without 
fome breakage and embezzlement on the paflage—I 
have occafionally regaled my friends with a. bottle of 
it.—When finithed, I defpair to have again fo exquifite 
a bon bouche for their entertainment,—The prof{pedts and 
environs of this town are delightful;—for a great-part 
of this dgy’s journey, the country ?s mountainous ;— 
we faw few vines, and poor crops of corn.—I obferve, 
that plantations of foreft trees would thrive well ;—but 
they are quite negle@ed.—In fome of the low grounds, 
efpecially on the borders of rivulets, my favourite pop- 
lars make a charming figure, and again invite me to an 
experiment at dome. 


To be continued. 


Defcriptiog of the Plate. 


Tue plate that acco this number reprefents a 
fcene in Caffraria, pa ves Cape of Good Hope. The 
principal objet in it is a large tree, the Mimifa Nila- 
tica, which grows to a very large fize, and is here ef- 
teemed one of the moft valuable produétions of the 
earth. Moft of the trees of this genus produce gums, 
that are ufeful in arts, and which may be occafionally 
ufed for food ; but none of them produce gum in fuch 
abundance, or of fuch a nutricious quality as the Né/o- ° 
tica. Thisfubftance, which the natives colle& with 
care, and preferve as a principal part of their food, fup- 
plies, in fome meafure, the place both of fruit and of 
grain. It grows in great abundance all over this dif. 
tri& and the adjacent countries, but never has 
yet been cultivated in any other country; neither isir 
yet known, if the gum this plant affords could be ap- 
plied to any ufe in arts, nor has its nutricious quality, 
when compared with that of ether kinds of food, been 
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afcertained by experiment; neither hath any attempt 
‘been made to procure it for the ufe of feamen on long 
voyages, though it is evident, that fubitances of this 
fort, if they were found. to be very nutricious, and 
could be got ata moderate price, would be more pro. 
’ per for fea ftores, than either fruits, or grain, or meat 
of'any fort, as they could be preferved much longer 
from corruption than any of thefe. Had the natives of 
Africa been induced to cultivate this, and other ufefyl 
trees and plants fuited to their climate, along their vait 
extended coafts, how much more beneficially would 
they have been employed, than in hunting one another 
like wild beafts, to be fold for flaves to Europeans ! 

The leaves and young branches of this tree alfo is 
the principal food of the Camelopardalis, a fingular ani. 
mal of uncommon form and itature, which is tound in 
thefe regions, of which we thall {peak more fully be- 
low. 
On one of the branches of this tree alfo is reprefent- 
ed a very fingular {pecies of birds neit, of a conitruction 
that has nothing analogous to it, that we yet know of on 
the globe. The bird to which it belongs, is a {pecies of 
Loxia, which always makes choice of this tree for its 
neft feemingly on account of its great fize, and the 
uncommon {moothnefs of its bark, on which ferpents 
have great difficulty to mount, which are the great 
enemies of fmall birds of all kinds in warm regions. 
The great ftrength of the boughs alfo of this tree are 
well calculated to bear the great weight, which this 
fingular congeries of nefts fometimes attains. 

For thefe birds do not build feparate detached netts, 
as almoft all others do; but they form, as it were, a town 
of nefts built clofe to ene another like the houfes of 
men in a city, the whole ftructure being covered with 
one common roof, that protects every individual ha- 
bitation from the inclemencies of the weather. This 
town is arranged into many ttreets, with neits opening 
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into them on every fide, all the inhabitants of each 
ftreet being obliged to pafs and repafs into it through 
one common entry, or gateway, if you pleafe to call it 
fo. Several of thefe entries are feen in the figure. 

The number of nefts that are thus brought togethet 
into one of thefe aerial towns, as our author *, with 
propriety enough, calls it, is fometimes very great. 
The particular city that he examined, he thouglit, could 
not contain fewer than from eight to ten hundred ; and 
many he faw of much larger dimenfions. Indeed there 
feems to be no bounds to their fize, but the ftrength 
of the branches on which they are placed ; for a town 
being once founded, he thinks they continue to join new 
habitations to it, as the number of the birds increafe, by 
gradual additions, till the branch being entirely cover- 
ed with them, and overloaded, breaks down, when they 
are under the necefflity of deferting their ruined town 
and building themfelves a new one.—-The materials 
chiefly ufed for building thefe nefts, is a kind of grafs 
that there abounds, which they dexteroufly faften, by 
way of thatch, over the whole. Sometimes, the top of 
one of thefe large trees is totally covered with thefe 
nefts,—which muft have required a great many years 
to complete them. 

The Camelopardalis is reprefented on the plate, at a 
diftance.—This quadruped, when it ftands upright, af- 
fumes fomewhat the fame appearance of moft other qua- 
drapeds when in the a& of rifing ; its foreparts being 
remarkably high in proportion to thofe behind.—Its 
head is crowned with two blunt protuberances, by way 
of horns, about a foot in length.—Thefe are terminat- 
ed with a kind of knob, and are ftreight.~-The height 
of the animal, when its head is upright, is about four- 
teen feet.—On its neck, grows a marie, confifting ef 
Riff ftreight hairs, of a reddith colour, about four inch- 
es in length. ‘“ Thefe animals, in the words of our 
author, chiefly fubfift on the mimofa, and wild apricots. 
Their colour is, in general, reddith, or dark bfown and 
white, and fome of them black and white; they are 

Vor. III. Mr. Purerfon. Ti 
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tloven-footed ; have four teats; their tail refembles that 
of a bullock; ‘but the hair of the tail is much ftronger, 
and, in general, black: they have eight fore-teeth be. 
low, but none above, and &x grinders, or double teeth 
on each fide, above and below ; the tongue is rather 
pointed and rough ; they have no footlock hoofs; they 
are not fwift, but can continue a long chace before they 
ftop, which may be the reafon that few of them are 
‘fhot.” Its hoof is cloven like that of an ox. 

From the aukward form of this animal, which 
toakes it neceflary it fhould feed chiefly upon trees, 
it does not feem probable that it could ever be do- 
mefticated with profit, or converted by man, in a tame 
ftate, to-any very ufeful purpofes. Its fleth is probably 
wholefome, and good for food ; but it is too rare ever 
to become an object of general utility in that light; and 
we know of no peculiarities that can render it an ob- 
je& of much intereft to mankind. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


Chara&er of the Marquis of Rockingham. 
His views of every fubject were fuch as naturally pre- 
fent themfelves to the mind of the virtuous, and his 
fentiments were charatterifed with manlinefs ‘and libe- 
rality. When all about him was uproar and confufion, 
«* when heaven from above threatened, and earth trem- 
“ bled under his feet,” he was perfectly ferene and col- 
le&ted. Eftranged to the violence of the paflions, his 
-meafures were di€tated by the pureft benevolence and 
patriotifm. Exuberance of genius, and all the charms 
of eloquence, were his leaft praife. Spotlefs integrity, 
difinterefted virtue, an unremitted love of his country 
and its,conftitution ;—thefe qualities wi]l hold him up 
to the veneration of pofterity, when his foes are forgot- 
ten in contempt, or immortalized to infamy.—His_ par- 
tizans quitted their places with a difintereftednefs, which, 
it is to be feared, will be more the object of admiration 
than of example. They fecured neither place, penfion, nor 
reverfion to themfelves nor any of their adherents. T. R- 
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they The Cruel Vifit. 


they Orr to this place has cruel Chloe come, 
But not till certain. I had quitted home; 


3 
“a And knowing abfence, if proleng’d, abates 
d Th’ wmpreffion beauty, when in fight, creates, 
vhich Laft time fhe call’, fhe bade an artift trace, 
Tees, On mimic canvas‘her unrival’d face. 
. dow He, fuch cemmands:delighted to fulfill, 
Grafp'd his beft pencil, fummon'd all his fkill, 
tame Cull’d the moft brilliant colours from his ttore, 
ably To heighten charms too dangerous before ; 
ever And now her forth exhibited to view, 
: dell Hangs a temptation,.and a torment too- 
) = This, faireit lady, you muft needs confefs, 
ob- Is tyrannizing to.a wild excefs; 


But that weuld only mitigate my pain ; 
Yourfelf, to make me happy, muft remain. 


Remove your portrait when you come ee 
M 


eee 


For the Bee. 


‘udicial Reformation, infcribed to thofe who are for 
Splitting the Court of Seffion into two courts, 


Now {pinning ‘wheels mechanic movements turan, 
And flails by hands unguided thragh the corn; 
Laffes no longer dirty linen rub, 

Or tramp half-naked in the plathy tub ; 

But why are fuch contrivances confin'd 

To fave the body’s labour; ‘tis unkind : 

Not to diminifh toe that of the mind. 

If then, great George two Courts of Seflion gradge, 


Let him fupply us with machines to judge. 
M. 
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Ode for bis Majefy’s Birth-Day, Fune 4, 1791. By 
Henry Fa. Pye, Efg. Poet Laureat. 
i. 


Loup the whirlwind rag’d around 

That fhook affrighted Britain's thore; 
In peals of louder thunder drown’d, 

That mingled with the wint’ry roar ; 
Dreadful amid the driving ftorm, 

The gliding meteor’s horrid form 

With tranfient gleam illum’d the air, 
While through December’s murky night, 
Refulgent with unwonted light, 

The livid flathes glare. 

il, 
But fee! the radiant lord of cay, 

Now northward rolls his burning car, 
And fcatters_with victorious ray 

The rage of elemental war. 

To reft the troubled waves fubfide, 
And gently o’er the curling tide 

Young Zephyr leads the vernal hours, 
Adorns with richeft dyes the vale, _ 
And fragrance wafts on ev'ry gale 

From Fuxe’s ambrofial flowers. 

lle 
O may no lowering gloonre’ercaft 

Th’ aufpicious morn te Britain dear, 
Or Eurus check with envious blaft . 

The promife of the rip’ning year :— 
Or fhould fome tranfitory cloud 
A while th’ etherial fplendor fhroud, 
Soon fhall the fun his filream renew, 

Soon fhall the landfcape {mile around, 
With more luxuriant verdure crown’d, 

And bloom with livelier hue. 

Iv. 
Exulting in her prince rever’d, 

Whole mild parental virtues grace 
The facred throne by glory rear’d 

On freedom's adamantine bafe; 
While Albion pours the feftive ftrain, 
Refponfive to her choral train; 

The mufe enraptur’d joins the throng, 
Proud that a grateful people’s praife 
Echoes the votive verfe the pays, 

And confecrates her fong. 
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Spring, a Song of Gratitude. 
The earth is thine, Ob Lord, and the fulnefs thereof. 
Awake! awake! my infant fong, 
And hail the vernal bloom, 
The op’ning bud fo iweet and yaung, 
The painted heaths perfume. 









The lily burfting on the plain, 
The birds on every fpray, 
The genial glow return’d again, 

With Sol’s returning ray. 







Oh infpiration, come divine! 
Exalt my foul to fing, 

Of him who made theke bleflings mine, 
Himfelf all nacure’s king. 


From him the earth receiv’d its dew, 
From him the fun his heat, 

The fy its mild celeftial blue, 

The grove its calm retreat. 


The fylvan fhade, the broomy hill, 
Refound with grateful note 

Of black-Birds fonorous pipe fo thrill, 

And thrufh's mellower throat. 


The lark, dear trembler of the morn, 
Affumes the way to heav’n ; . 

The linnet perches on the thorn; 
From all fome tribute’s giv’n. 


The lambkin frolics on the mead, 
In wanton gambols gay; 

The mother pleas’d, befide it feeds, 
Qr joins in kindred play. 




















Nature infpires the varied lay, 
Invites the varied fong ; 

Reafon inftruéts me to obey, 
And join the grateful throng. 






With native hearts they blefs the fun, 
T'll blefs its maker’s hand, 
Who, e’er revolving time » 
All nature did ccmmandg, Mase. 
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Intelligence refpeling Arts, Ue. 
a ——— 
Bridge of anew Conftrudlion. 


Tre following imtelligence is extrafed from the Leyden 
gazette of the 13th of May laft. 

“ To all the lovers of archite&ture, I‘announce, that I 
have refolved to publifh a work by fubfeription, giving di- 
rections for confrucimg a bridge of wood without pillars or 
fupports, of which nothing like it has been defcribed by 
any auther who has hitherto treated of that matter, and 
which cannot be equalled by any of thofe that have been 
built in any place. , 

“If there are fome parts in Europe, where the largenefs 
of the river has not permitted a bridge of four or five hun- 
dred feet in length to be conftru¢ied, for want of fuch 
an invention; there are alfo others in which'there are al- 
ready bridges with pillars ‘and fupports im-the middle of 
the river, which are often carried. away, or very much en- 
damaged by ice and inundgtions : thefe misfortunes may 
be remedied by this invention. . ' ) 

« The principal intention of this advertifement, is to in- 
form the public, in the fir? place, that I fhall deliver defigns 
engraved upon edpper, accompanied with deferiptions very 
clear and intelligible, of a bridge.of four hundred feet in 
length, by thirty-eight in breadth, . Seeond/y, this bridge 
fhail have no more than fix feet of rife, that is to fay, when 
you are on the middle of the bridge, and at two hun- 
dred feet from either end of it, you fhall be only fix feet 
higher than either end of it. _ Third, It is neceflary to give 
to this bridge, at each fide of the river, a firm foundation 
as in ordinary cafes 5 but it does not require partis 
cular buttereffes, becaufe the bridge foftains itfelf, as a 
ftrong vault, altogether free, from one fide of the riverfto 
the other, without pillars or fupports. Fourth, this work is 
conftruéted in fuch a firm manner, that if it be made of 

eak, it may endure for feveral ages without being in want 
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of any repairs. Fifth, if the timbers thould not even exceed 
twenty feet in length, the bridge may be neverthelefS 
conftruéted with the fame folidity. Sixth, a fufficient num- 
ber of figures, to be reprefented on twenty plates, thall be de- 
livered along with the work, which thall give fuch a plain re- 

refentation of the work in all its parts, that an experienced 
architeét fhall be able, by the help of thefe, to dire& the 
carpenters with the utmoft certainty to execute every part 
of it. Seventh, to expofe the fide of it as little as poffible to 
the force of ftorms, care has been taken to give to this 
bridge a very low roof, but which is not the lefs confidera- 
ble for that, and, which is peculiar to itfelf, in place of puth- 
ing outwards as other roofs generally do, this anfwers the pur- 
pofe of an anchor which tends to keep the bridge together 
at the top, and has at the fame time. a fufficient height to 
make the water run as much as is neceflary. LEzghrh, 
I can affert that this fort of bridge is fingular in its 
kind, on which the heavieft burdens may be carried wit 
fafety.- There are a great many bridges in Europe of a 
confiderable length, but not of fuch a length without ‘pil- 
lars or fupports; and there are likewife none to be fouud 
without a good buttrefs, and guards, and {till lefs conitrugt- 
ed with a fimple foundation without abuttment; not to 
mention the continual’ repairs which this new method 
would: fave altogether. Ninth, we thall give with the en- 
gravings and defcriptions an eftimate of the expence, as 
if a bridge were to be built at Hanover four hundred 
feet long, by thirty eight broad. 

“ I receive the fubfcriptions myfelf; but I beg the.ama- 
teurs to fend their letters free; and as foon as there {ual] 
be a fufficient number of fubferibers, I will put the work 
in hands, and make the plates be engraved. The price of 
the fubfeription is three Louis d’ ors, each worth five Ger- 
man crowns, two of which fhall be paid at the time of 
fubfcription, and the third on the receipt of the work. 
The names of the fubfcribers thall be put at the beginning 
of the work ; any one who takes ten copies {hall get the 
tleventh gratis. 

Signed Henar Jaqves Lurz, 
Matter carpenter at the court of Hanover. 
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Poffeript. After this work fhall be publifhed, I can 


communicate a model of a complete bridge, as alfo one for 
a houfe to exercife-cavalry and-infantry, four hundred feet 
in length within, without pillars and columns, after this me- 
thod, to whoever fhall want. it, for a fuitable price. 


~a an 


4 
Intelligence, refpeting a fort of plajter for helping the growth 
of trees, for the difeovery of which, the inventor, Mr. For. 
Syth, the king's gardener at Kenjington, is to have a reward 
of 3000 /. in confequence of a report made in his favour by 
the commiffioners of crown Yands, to whom it was referred, 
in purfuance of an addre/s prefented laf feffion by the Houfe 


of Commons. 


Irs ufes confit: 1ft. In healing wounds. In cafe of a 
wound fuftained by a tree in the bark, being applied to the 
wound, it fecures it againft putrefaGion, and enables it to 
‘heal, in the chirurgical phrate, by the firf inteation. 

2d. In accelerating the growth of timber, and producing 
young timber trees from the roots of old pollards. Cut 
down an old oak clofe to the ground, cover the ftump with 
the plafter ; young thoots will {pring up from every part of 
the circumference. Thin them out year after year as you 
want them, leaving one fora ftandard. That one in ten 
years will have made a fhoot, equal to what a feedling oak 
would have made in thirty years. 

3d. In infufing youthful vigour into the oldeff fruit-trees 
and enabling them to undergo tranfplantation, cut down 
the tree in the fpring, almoft as low as the graft, cover the 
ftump with the plafter, lay bare the roots, and cut them all 
but the tap-root ; The next fpring, after the ftump has thus 
been made to puth out fhoots, cut the tap-root, and you may 
tranfplant the tree, however old, with fafety, 

Mr. Forlythe’s account of the preparation and its ufes 
is faid to be in the prefs *. Heis to have 1500 1. imme- 
diately, and the remaining 1,001. after.a certain time, 
fhould the difcovery by that time have fulfilled, what it un- 

ertakes for. 


* Mr, Forfyth’s account is juft pubiithed here, of which farther exs 
tra&ts will be given, if it appear neceflary. 


warran 
and Ifl 
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ly*s.a 
vis | 





GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 257* 


Proceedings of the General Affembly of the Church of Scotland, 
met at Edi May 1791. 


. ThurJday, #9. 

Pos Right Hon. the nl of Leven, his Majefty’s Com- 

miffioner, attended by a number of noblemen and gentle- 
men, went as ufual in proceffion to the High Church, where 
he was received by the Magiftrates in their robes. The Rev. 
Dr John Walker, minifter of Collington, the late Moderater, 
preached before the Commiffioner, from 1 Tim. chap. ii. 
ver. r. and.2.—** I exhort therefore, that, firft of all, fupplica- 
tions, prayers, interceffions, and giving of thanks, be made for 
all men ; for kings, and for all that are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs and honef- 
ty. 


After fermon, his Grace went to the affembly-room, when 
the Rev. Dr Robert Small, one of the minifters of Dundee, 
was uranimoufly chofen Moderator for the enfuing year. 
His Grace’s commiffion was then read, and alfo his Majefty’s 
warrant for roool. for propagating religion in the Highlands 
and Iflands of Scotland, which were ordered to: be ingroffed 
in the books of the Affembly in the ufual manner. 

The Commiffioner then addreffed the Affembly in a hand- 
fome fpeech; to which the Moderator made a fuitable re- 
ply; and after appointing a committee to draw up an anfwer 
to his Majefty’s letter, the Affembly adjourned. 

} Friday, May 20. 

The following anfwemptp his Majefty’s letter was read, and 
being unanimoufly agreed to, was delivered to his Grace the 
Commiffioner, to be tranfmitted to the King : 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

We have received with the utmoft refpe& and gratitude 
the gracious letter with whigh your Majelty bas been plealed 
to honour this General Affembly of the Charch of Scotland. 

The diftinguifhed marks of approbation which your Majef- 
ty has formerly vouchfafed to give us, and condefcended fo 
gracioufly at this time to repeat, afford us the higheft fatisfac- 
tion, and are to us moft animating motives to perfevete in our 
zeal in promoting found learning and true religign. 

As we gladly embrace every oppertunity of exprefling our 
duty and affection to your Majefty’s perfon, and of our 
firm attachment to your mild and aufpicious government, your 
gracious acceptance of thofe humble expreifions of our loy- 
alty and zeal, and your eo that we thal! always meet 

ol. If, k 
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with your royal protection, and that it is your Majefty’s ¢ 
termination to maintain the Church of Scoth: 
as eftablifhed by law, in the and free enjoyment of 
her juft rights and privileges, at-once fill us with the me 
lively gratitude, and encourage us to repofe the greateft co 
fidence in your Majefty’s goodnefs. 

We beg leave to aflure your Majefty, that it hall be o 


ftudy to direct our proceedings in future to the fame laudable 


purpofes as heretofore, and to continue our attention to fuch 
meafures'as are beft calculated for diffufing the principles ¢ 


genuine Chriftianity, and for inftilling into the minds of all 


ranks of mefi committed to our careéa confcientious regard 
moral duties; and a ftrict obedience to the laws, and for pro 
moting the general’ peace and happinefs of fociety ; and, 
give dignity and authority to our proceedings, we fhall be 
careful to avoid’ all unneceffary difputes and fuperfluous di 
cuffions, and to ‘maintain that harmony which hitherto hi 
obtained your Majefty’s gracious approbation. 

We confider your Majefty’s appointment of David Earl of 
Leven again to reprefent your royal'perfon in this Affemb 
as a frefh mark of your gracious Gouidefcentinal and goodn of 
to us. ‘His known loyalty to your Majetty, his attachm 
like that of his anceftors, to the Chu of Scotland, his 
der regard to the interefts of religion and virtue, and the fid 
lity with which he has fo sea od difcharged the duties o 
the high and important office which he now fills, render hin 
moft acceptable to us. 

We accept of your Majefty’s donation of one thoufand 

ounds, for the promesticn of the proteftant religion in the 

ighlands and Iflands of Scotland, asafreth mark of ‘you 
Majefty’s a care of all your fubjects. As we feel our 
felves highly honoured in being made the inftruments of yo 
Majefty’s pious intentions, it fhail be eur ftudy to fulfill then 
by the moft prident and effectual application of the fum thaff 
is intrufted to us. 

We truft that all our proceedings fhall be conducted with 
that chatity, unanimity, and brotherly love, and with that 
moderation, which your Majefty’s paternal care leads you fo 
atixioufly to defire ; and we accept of your earneft withes for 
our proiperity and welfare as a moft endearing proof of your 
Majefty favour and affection. 

at the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift may direct your Majefty’s‘Councils to the public good j 
that he may bleis you with every domeftic comfort ; that he 
may blefs the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and all the Royal 
Family ;—that, after preferving your Majefty long to be the 
guardian‘of our free conftitution,.and of the rights of your 
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people, he may call you, full of years and of glory, to the pof- 
of an heavenly crown; and that menmny grant to your 
race, through future generations, to fill with dignity the Bri- 
tih throne, and to promote. the intereft of his kingdom on 
earth, are the fervent prayers of, may it pleafe your Majefty, 
a Majefty’s moft faithful, moft obedient, and moft loyal 
ubjects, the Minifters and Elders, met in this National Af- 
fembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in Our name, in our prefence,, and at our appoint- 
ment, by R.Smauz, Moderator. 


The Affembly then appointed the following gentlemen to 

before the Commiffioner, viz. The Rev. Mr M‘Culloch 

of Dairfey, on Sunday the arft in the forenoon; and the Rev. 

Mr Hamulton of Glad{muir in the afternoon. The Rev. Mr 

Taylor of Glafgow, on Sunday the 28th in the forenoon ; and 
the Rev. Mr Gordon of Sorn in the afternoon. 

Saturday was chiefly employed in examining contefted 

ons. 
Monday— 23. 

The Affembly ‘took under confideration a reference from 

the\Prefbytery of Langholm, refpecting the relevancy of a 

libel. given im to that pao ot. the heritors, 


ry b 
ainft John Telfair fchoolmafter of Langholm, accufing him 
of feveral i 


yte 
ularities, There -appe for the prefbytery 
of Langholm Mr John Ruffel and Mr John Laurie, and for 
the heritors of the parifh Mr Robert Hamilton advocate ; Mr 
Telfair fchoolmafter for himfelf, and Mr John Hagart advo- 
cateras his countel. 
- After reading the minutes of the prefbytery of Langholm, 
with the libel.and anfwers, a motion was made and feconded, 
That this caufe be remitted to the prefbytery of Langholm, 
in terms. of the decifion of the Commiffion of laft Affembly, 
with inftru@tions to them to proceed without further delay, to 
the beft of their judgment, according to the rules. of the 
church, which were agreed to. 

‘Ar overture from the fynod of Lothian and Tweeddale, and 
another from the fynod of Merfe and Teviotdale, on the fub- 
jet of the Slave Trade, were read, and ordered to be confi- 
dered on Saturday following. 

Sir H. Moncrieff-Welwood reported from the committee 
appointed to confider the augmentation of minifters ftipends, 
that they are not yet ready to layra proper plan before the 
Affembly, but that feveral things had been fuggefted. to the 
committee which may promote the object in view, The 
Affembly approved of the report of the committee, the thanks 
of the Houle were given them from the chair, and a com- 
mittee again appointed. 
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Tuefday-—May 24. 

Came on the caufe of therunited parifhes of Tullich, Glen- 
muick, and yim mon » Wherein James Farquharfon, Bf; 
of Tavercauld, others, were ovens from the fente 

of the prefbytery of Kincardine. il, and the fynod 
Aberdeen, and the Earl of Aboyne patron; and Mr George 
Brown: prefentee to the faid periihae, were refpondents. 

There appeared as counfel for the appellants, Mr Jobn Mil- 
ler, advocate, and the Reve Mr Machardie for himéfif, whe 
was likewife an) appellant ; for the refpondents, Mr Allan 
Maconochie and. Mr David. Williamfon, advocates ; for the 
premartery: of Kincardine ©’ Neil, Mr Thomas Gordon:;. and 

of Aberdeen, Dr Gerard, Profefior Thomas 
Gordon, and Mr Thomas Gordon of Craig.—The: only 
brgey —b A was, that he was not acquainted with 
t e ae . 7 2 ’ 

Parties being heard, and a. good deal of reafoning having 
taken place among the members, a motion was. made by Dr 
Walker of Colington, and feconded, That the Affembly shall 
pes a fepignee of toe ' of pe na ordain’ the 
prefbytery i ine -O’ Neil to proceed with. the fettle- 
ment of Mr George Brown in*the united ‘parithes of Tullich, 
Glenmuick, and Glengaircen, with all convenient fpeed, ac- 
cording to the rules of the chureh. je bes 

Another motion was made by Dr Lamont, and feconded, 
That, in refpe& there has not been proper and fatisfactory 
evidence produced to the Affembly, that the knowledge of 
the Gaelic language is not. neceffary in the united parithes.of 
Tullich, Glenmuick, and Glengairden, and as it does not.ap- 
pear that the prefbytery has taken the neceflary fteps for 
taining that evidence, the. General Affembly remit this caufe 
to the pretinicey of Kincardine O’ Neil, with an inftruétion 

mo. 


to take the and expedient fteps in order to.ob- 
tain a juft knowledge of the seal te of the parifh, and re- 
port to next Affembly. 

The flate of the vote was Affirm, or. Remit ;:and. the roll 
being called, and votes marked, it carried Affirm; 74—Re- 
Mit, 49. ; 

It was then moved, and. unani agreed toy»That as 
there are few perfons in the above parifhes who have not the 
Englifh language, the General Affembly. thall infiruct the 
committee on the Royal Bounty to appoint an itinerant, hav- 
ing the Gaelic language, tothe faid united. parithes, with. all 
convenient foeed ; inftruéting them at the fame. time to: pro- 
vide Mr Grant, the prefent miffionary, im a fituation equally 
comfortable. 


, ’ Wednefdap—May 25. 
The Affembly had under confideration the contefted fettle- 
ment of Mr M‘Lean as - Minifter of Dunfermline. Mr 
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M‘Lean bad received a -prefentation from the Crown, which 
the prefbytery of Dunfermline fuftained. The fettlement was 
oppofed by Mr Eckford, and an appeal from the prefbytery 
was lodged to the fynod, and from tne fynod to the Affembly. 
Mr John Miller‘advocate appeared as counfel for ‘Mr Eckford, 
and Mr Robert Harhilton for thé patron and prefentte ; for 
the prefbytery, Mr Smith of Kinrofs, Mr Balfour at Torry- 
burn, Mr Primrofe at Dalgéty; and others ; and for the fynod 
of Fife, Mr Swan at Scoonié. ‘After hearing the ufel for 
the appellant, the other parties declining to take. up*the time 
of the Affembly, a2 motion was made, and ‘unanimonufly 


agreed to," That the Affemibly, confidering this appeal as un- 


éd, frivolous, and vexatious, difmifs the fame; and af- 
firm the fentences of the fynod of Fife and’ prefbytery of 
Dunfermline: "This miotion became the judgment of the 
Court ; and the Affembly ordained the prefbytery, of -Dun~- 
fermline'to proceed to the fettlement of Mr M‘Lean.on or 
before the 15th of July next, according to the rules of the 
chureh' = he 

The Affenbly proceeded to confider the petition of James 
Ritéhie, Efq;’of Bufbie, and others, heritors of the parith: of 
Govan, appealing from a fentence of the fynod of Glafgow 
and Ayr fuftainiing a prefentation to Mr John Pollock, who 
had been preferred to the above parifh by the Univerfity of 
Glafgow,’the patrons. | There appeared for Mr Ritchie, Mr 
Morthland advocate ; for the U: of Glafgow, Mr Mil- 
lér and Mr Davidfon advocates; for the ‘prefbytery of Glaf- 
gow, Dr Porteous atid Mr Taylor jun. and for the fynod of 
Giafgow and Ayr, Dr Meck. ‘Parties being heard, the Affem- 
bly, without a vote, agreed to'the following judgment: Find 
the appeal frivolous and’ vexatious, and therefore difmifs the 
fame ; affirm the fentence of the fynod, and ofdain the pref- 
bytery of Glafgow'to proceed to the fettlement of Mr Pollock 
ye convenient ipeed, according to the rules of the 

urch. 

Mr Hugh Hay, who had ‘Obtained a prefentation to the 
parifh of Ruthven lait year, but whofe fettiement was delay- 
ed by the ytery of Fordyce on account of alledged fimo- 
niacal ices, having informed the ytery, that as he 
had got a prefentation to be one of the miniftcrsof Aberdeen, 
he renounced the prefentation to the parith pf Ruthven; this 
being reported to the Affembly, they initructéd the prefby- 
tery of Fordyce to inform the'patron of the above event, that 
the vacancy may be filled u es ‘delay. ; 

» May 26. 

The re of the Commitee on the teft act was'read, to- 
gether with the minute of laf ‘Affembly on that bufinets, 
which the Affembly ‘unanimoufly agreed fhould be recorded. 
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No debate; however, took place ; for, after fome general ob- 
fervations. by Robert Mfintoth, Efq; Profeffor Hill of St 
Andrew’s moved, That the Affembly thould proceed to the 
caufe of Ancrum, which wasunanimoufly agreed to. 

In this catife there appeared at the bar as appellants, George 
Gray, James Davidfon, and Patrick Smith, heritors and heads 
of families, complaining of a fentence of the path yr Bin 
Jedburgh, confirmed by the fynod of Merfe Teviotdale, 
appointing the fettlement of Mr James Oliver to be Minifter, 
in that»parifh. One of the appellants read a thort {peech from; 
a paper he held in his hand, and was anfwered by Mr Dou- 
gias at Galathiels ; after which a motion was made, and agreed. 
to without-a vote, to difmifs the appeal as groundleds, and or 
dained the prefbytery of Jedburgh to pas with. the fettle- 
ment of Mr James Oliver in the church and parifh of Ancrum 
with all:convenient fpeed, according to the rules of the 
yeah From which decifion one minifter and two elders 

nted. j 

The Affembly having gone through a number of matters of, 
form, Mr Gordon.of Carieton, elder for Kirkcudbright, moved, 
“ That the General'Affembly do now appoint a Commit« 
tee to devife a method, by which a monument be eredct« 
ed, or fome public mark of refpeé&t be paid to late Dr 
Alexander Webfter, original projector and founder of the 
fcheme by which a fund of ifon was made for the widows 
of the minifters of the eftablifhed church of Scotland.”’ ‘ 

The above motion was feconded by Mr John Jeffrey writer, 
elder for Lochmaben, and after,a few words, unanimoully 
agreed to, and a refpe@table Committee immediately appoint- 
ed, Mr Gordon to be Convener. 


Friday, May 27. 

The Affembly had tranfmitted to them by the Committee 
of Bills, a'petition with an extra¢t of the minutes of the fynod 
of Moray, refpecting the fuppreffion of the zparite of Dundurcusy 
and the annexation of it tothe parifh of Rothes and Boharm ; 
which being read, and confidered by the, Affembly, they re- 
. mitted the fame to the Procurator and Agent, to do therein as 
they may fee caufe. , 
he Affembly had tranfmitted by the above Committee a 
reference to the Affembly from the ytery of Ayr, refpec- 
ting the caufe of Dr M‘Gill, one of the minifters of Ayr, ac- 
cufed of publifhing erroneous doétrine. There was alfo tranf- 
mitted a petition for fundry perfons againft Dr M‘Gill, which 
was likewife read. Mr Sheppard, Mr M‘Quae, and Mr 
Peebles, were heard for ‘the prefb on the reference ; and 
after reafoning, the Affembly agreed to hear Mr Thomas 
Muir, Advocate, for the complainers, on the point of res judi- 
cata. Parties being removed ; after reafoning at great lengthy 
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a motion was made,’ That the Affembly thali difmifs the com- 

plaint as a res\bactenus judicata, which being) put, it ‘carried 

difmifs by a great majority. rs SMD 
Saturday, May 28. to to 


The report of the trufieet sds the Widows’ Scheme; 'con- 
taining am account of their proceedings fince laft Affembly, 
and .a ftate of the fund under their: management: being given 
in, the unanimous thanks of the: Houfe were given to:Sir H. 
Moncrieff-Welwood for his fidelity, attention, aad sprudence 
in:the management of the fund. fide saQowt os " 

Dr Walker, Moderator of lait Affembly, ‘informed: the 
Houfe, that, in confequence of an application made to. the 
Lord Advcoate, the Lords of the -Treafury had given direc- 
tiotis not to levy from the clergy of Scotland thenew honfe 
and window duty of ten percent. of the former taxes, impof- 
ed a aét of laft feffion of Patliament. ' The thanks of the 
Houfe were unanimoufly given ‘to'the Lord’ Advocate for his 
great attention to the intereft of the clergy on this oocafion, 
and alfo to Dr Walker for his diligence in the affair. 

The Affembly proceeded tocontider the overtures from the 
fynods of Lothian and Tweeddale and Merfe and Teviotdale, 
on the Slave Trade ;\and; after réafoving on them, the Aflem- 
bly, in terms of their refolution ‘on ‘the fubject »of fimilar 
overtures in the year 1788, approve of the fpirit thereof, and 
think themfelves called upon, as men, as Chriftians, and as 
members of ‘this national Churchyito declare'their abhorrence 
of a traffic fo contrary to the rights of mankind and the feel- 
ings of humanity; but they judge it unneceflary to proceed 
further in this bufinefs, trufting that the wifdom and mercy 
of the Legiflature will take fuct fteps as they fhall think pro~ 
per for the relief of this unhappy race of men. 

Monday; May 30. 

The Affembly, in the cafe of the fchoolmatter of Bothwell, 
after hearing parties on the point of jurifdi¢tion (a bill of faf- 
penfion having been prefented to the Court of Seffion), with- 
out a vote, fuftained the appeal to'the Synod, as competent ; 
and having been informed by the'\Procurator for the Church, 
that the queftion with regard tothe power of the fuperior Ec- 
clefiafticalsCourts to review the fentence of a Presbytery re- 
lative to the qual fication ofa Achoolmatter, is now depending 
before the Court of Seffion, they authorifed the Procurator 
and Agent to’ attend to ithe nichts of the Cherch in ‘this 
caufej-and to report'to ‘next Affembly. The Affembly them 
referred to. their Commhiffion the merits! of this caufe, and all 
others which have been brought before them, which they 
could not overtake ; and was diffolved in the ufual manter; 
and another Affembiy was appointed to meet on the 17th of 
May 1792. : 
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O preferve butf€r free from rancidity, and without over. 
powering its natural tafte by the acrid pungency of the 
antifeptics employed for that purpofe, has long been deemed 
a great em ca ene eo — 
employ t e; but this eit oes not 
jeehren the butter effectually, or it muft be employed in fuch 
quantities as to render itexceeding pungent, and difagreeable to 
moft palates. Thefe inconveniences will be both avoided by 
employing in its ftead the following compofition : 

«“ T two parts of the beft fea-falt, (great falt, where it 
* can be had, fhould in all cafes be preferred,) one part of 
* faltpetre, and one part of fugar ; beat them fine in a mortar, 
*¢ and mix them thoroughly ther. Of this: compofition 
« employ one ounce for every een ounces of butter, tak- 
« ing care to mix it meneeee with it, and to beat it up in the 
«¢ fame manner as you would employ common falt.”’ 

Butter cured with this compofition never acquires a very 
hard confiftence, as it fometimes does with common falt, when 
the butter is of a poor quality, but it always appears of a rich 
mellow confiftence, and afflumes more of a marrowy tafte, 
than the fame butter would have, if cured with falt alone, 
and it taftes much lefs fait, than if one half the quantity of 
common falt it a€tually contains had been put into it alone; 
though with ordinary attention and care, butter thus cured 
may be preferved in this country for /everal years, without 
difeovering the fmalleft marks, of rancidity, as I have often 
experienced. % ° 

It is unneceflary, however, td add, that unlefs the butter 
fhall have been properly freed from the milk and other impu- 
rities before it be pat up, it cannot be thus preferved, with- 
out danger of being tainted ; and that if it be expofed long to 
the open air, in an improper manner, and fuffered to become 
dry, it will acquire a ftrong tafte. It is not poe, that 
this thould operate as a charm, but merely as an e ] pre 
fervative when due care is beftowed upon it ; with that atten- 
tion, I have known butter thus cured, that has been kept per- 
feétly fweet in this country near three years, and how much 
longer it might have been preferved I know not. 

Moft perfons will have a prejudice againft ufing this compo- 
fition, from a preconceived idea, that the tafte of faltpetre 
rauft predominate and prove difagreeable ; but this I can 
affure them is an ill founded prejudice ; for, after a little time, 
the tafte of the different materials is fo intimately blended as 
to leave nothing of this kind perceptible, though for about a 
fortnight from the time it has been cured fomething of this 
for@ may be perceived. Let thofe, therefore, who fall try 
this mode of curing butter, delay nfing it till a fortnight or 
three weeks after it has been cured, and after that period ma 
tafte of this kind can be perceived. 
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